Overview of 8th Grade Social Studies with Mr. Carlucci


We are made wise not by the recollection of our past, but by the responsibility for our future

- George Bernard Shaw
Dear Students and Parents,

Welcome to the classroom of Mr. Carlucci, 8th Grade Social Studies teacher at the Marblehead Veterans Middle School. This year we will be studying what most historians agree is hands down THE BEST PERIOD IN AMERICAN HISTORY: THE EARLY YEARS. This is a time period that features many storied individuals as well as many of the ideas, inventions and institutions that influenced the development of our nation. While it may seem that none of these people or events has any thing to do with our everyday lives, the truth is that they do, BUT you just need to know where and how to look. Our goal is that by the end of the year you have the skills and tools you need to do just that. REMEMBER: You don’t need to love history but you should be able to appreciate it.

Units of Study
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The Revolutionary Period
2. The Birth of a Nation
3. The Early Presidents
4. Expansion and Growth
5. Social and Cultural Awakening
6. Research Paper

7. Slavery and Disunion

8. The Civil War

9. Reconstruction 

The Research Paper

Students will be researching and writing a comprehensive research paper during the 3rd semester. This is a joint effort between the 8th grade Social Studies, English and Library departments. Details will follow later in the year.
Online Grading

MVMS uses the online grade program Aspen. You can use this tool to monitor academic progress throughout the year as well check for and download homework assignments. Please remember that the teacher retains the right to add assignments and grades in a timely manner, but certain assignments may take up to a week to properly assess. Feel free to e-mail or call the teacher with any questions or concerns about assignments, grades, make-up etc, BUT please refrain from asking the teacher technical questions about Aspen or the Portal. 


Website

Mr. Carlucci will be featuring a web page on the portal it will be a basic page that will contain info on daily assignments. 

Edmodo

Mr. Carlucci will be featuring an online program called Edmodo for many activities and assignments. Students will be given login info within the first week of school. Accommodations will be made for limited internet access. Additional web based programs will be used as well with explanations to come later.
Policies, Procedures, and Rules


1. General Classroom Rules:

a. Get to Work

b. Respect Your Peers

c. Respect Your Classroom

d. Respect Yourself 

2. Grading Policy: 

a. You will be required to complete all assigned work by the date due. 

b. Assignments (including projects) 1-5 school days late will be worth 80% or lower

c. Assignments (including projects) 5-10 school days late will be worth 50% or lower

d. Assignments (including projects) over 10 schools days late will receive a zero (special circumstances allowed)
e. You have 2 days after your last day absent to turn in work that was due during your absence. Additional time can be granted, but student must arrange details with teacher ASAP and may need to stay after school to get caught up.

f. A quiz or test can be corrected if the score is lower than 70%. Requests for retake must come from students within two days of receiving the scored quiz or test. The new score will not be greater than 80%. This policy will not be in effect for the 4th quarter.
g. Grading will be based on a points earned system. The points available for each assignment will be clearly stated on any handout or in the portal.

3. Binders: 

a. You will be required to have a binder for social studies class. 

b. The binder should be divided into two separate categories: notes and handouts 

c. Students should have materials ready for class including a pencil and/or pen. Students will be graded on preparation spontaneously.

d. You should have an additional supply of white-lined paper in your binder. Classroom teacher will have a limited supply.

4. Procedures:

a. All handbook policies will be strictly enforced in this classroom. 

b. Students are required to be seated with materials out and on task within a reasonable timeframe. 

c. Students who are tardy to class will need to have a pass or will make up the time after school.

d. Students will need to sign in and out as they use the bathroom.

e. No one will be dismissed until desks are aligned, text books (if being used) are back where they belong, and all trash is off the floor. 

f. If using Ipads or laptops, they all must be in proper location before class will be dismissed. 

Please do not hesitate to contact me directly with any questions or concerns any time of the day. E-mail works best if you need to reach me quickly. Voicemails will be returned as soon as possible. 

Sincerely,

Mr. Coby Carlucci 


8th Grade Social Studies Teacher
 
Red Team

781-639-3120 (Ext. 3458) 

 coby.carlucci@marbleheadschools.org

